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Welcome to the
GUILD Academy
Launch Your Business
Silicon Valley Style.

Building a direct bridge between Silicon Valley and the world,

the GUILD Academy offers female entrepreneurs the

opportunity to learn from the best of Silicon Valley, the heart

of scalable entrepreneurship. 

The GUILD Academy is for all you ladies who just need that

extra push to make your idea reality. Imagine building your

entrepreneurial confidence alongside an actual prototype you

will launch within 8 weeks.   The GUILD Academy is the fast

track towards launching your business and realizing your

dreams with the support system of a community.

We will take you on a 8 week journey enabling you to acquire

your first customers and launching your business. You will

learn how to seize opportunities and when ready pitch to

some of Silicon Valley's leading investors. 

We can't wait to launch you on your journey to

entrepreneurship!

Warmly, 



The Guild

Academy program

changes the odds

for female

entrepreneurs

Anne Cocquyt 



The Content

MODULES

The GUILD Academy is a 8 week -

8 module program +4 Bonus

Modules.  The core of each module

is a 15min video session taught by

a Silicon Valley expert and highly

curated content to dive deeper. No

Blah Blah! Every week you will

have an assignment and we share

an overview of what's to come

ASK ME ANYTHING

After every step, there will be an

AMA session to help you resolve

any questions you might have.

These sessions will be guided by

an academy member and one of

the experts. This is your chance to

connect live with world-best

experts and get your questions

answered.

TOOLS & WORKBOOK

Using tools and learning by doing

are part of what it takes to

efficiently build and manage your

business. In each step, we will

teach you how to use specific tools

to launch your business. By the

end of 8 weeks, you will be

a prototyping MacGyver.

MASTERMIND CIRCLES

Peer support is one of the secrets

on your journey to become  a

successful entrepreneur. By

building this in as a part of your 8

weeks program, you already

create the habit.

CURATED CONTENT

Every module will have an expert

to help you get the basics right,

but learning is so much more

diverse. We will offer you a

complimentary curated library

with the best global content.

GUILD MEMBERSHIP

After graduation, you will be

invited to remain on the Guild

community platform and continue

your development alongside

awesome entrepreneurs across

the globe.



The Program

The program offers 8 short original GUILD video modules

and each week, you meet Silicon Valley and

entrepreneurship experts who take you through the

content and share their best practices and tips. Highly

curated resources like articles, podcasts, videos and books

complement the video module.

Every week you participate in a live AMA (Ask Me

Anything) session with different entrepreneurship experts.

Be prepared to dive in and complete hands-on tasks each

week. Your selected peer group holds you accountable

and you give each other feedback in the process of

building your MVP and acquiring your first customers.

Each week, you receive an overview to guide you through

the module. This will include the module content, curated

resources, the week’s task, and the tools to use to

complete the module.

The GUILD team offers you topics to discuss in your

mastermind circles and invites you to the AMA sessions. As

part of the program, you have access to your cohort and

the GUILD community during the program incl. frequent

curated introductions to other entrepreneurs and investor

programs on the GUILD platform as well as continued

support through the GUILD platform and Academy

alumni group after the program at a reduced rate.

The program officially concludes with a review of your

business, a certificate of completion and the chance to

pitch investors at the virtual showcase at the end of the

program.



Curriculum

The first part of the program is focused on validating your idea. Learn

about rapid prototyping and lean startup methodologies, how to create

small experiments to test your problem assumptions. Learn from your

users. Use GUILD templates to prioritize your ideas and sort your user

feedback. Test your idea for the first time and iterate on it. Select your

mastermind group and get your first round of “yes-and” feedback.

Part 1 

Validate Your Idea

Module 1

Module 2

Introduction and Idea Validation

Learn how to validate your idea. Get ready for this journey.
Find your Academy Circle. Share your idea.

Prototyping and User Interviews

Introduction to rapid prototyping. Understand the
problem, solution, your target audience, and how to test
your idea. Conduct your first user interviews.

Bonus Survey Canvas

Learn the art of designing a survey to get insights, not just
answers.



Curriculum

In the second part, you focus on building your product promise landing

page. We introduce you to the tools you can use to prototype without any

coding experience and immediately test your idea with users and find

answers before you start spending $$$ on hiring an expensive team or

finding your CTO. You learn to make decisions based on your data.

Part 2 

Your Product Promise and Brand

Module 3 Launch Your Product Promise Landing Page

Learn how to prioritize product features and build your
minimum viable product promise. Choose software tools
from the GUILD MVP toolbox and test if you can sell your
product promise.

Branding
What does your company stand for? Learn how to create a
brand that is irresistible and stands out.

MVP + Metrics

Build your MVP and a company dashboard. Start making
product and business decisions grounded in metrics.

Bonus

Module 4



Curriculum

Next up, in part three, it is time to talk about your business model and how

you bring your product to market. We connect your customer segments

with your offer and your value. You will identify your target market, who to

partner with, how to launch your product and which channels to focus on.

We add marketing tools to your toolbox and equip you with the skills to

start acquiring your first customers while testing if and how much they pay

for your product.

Part 3

Business Model & Go To Market Strategy

Module 5

Marketing Strategy

Create a marketing strategy, channel strategy, and
evaluate your market. Run your first campaign.

Module 6

Business Models 

Explore how to align value, target market and revenue for
your business. A/B test two business models.

Basic Business Financials 

Learn finance fundamentals and create your 12-month
financial forecast to know if you have a winning business.

Bonus



Curriculum

We discuss funding options from bootstrapping all the way to Venture

Capital. There are many different ways to launch a successful business. We

help you understand the pros and cons of bootstrapping, crowdfunding,

revenue share models, grants, bank loans, angel investment and Venture

Capital (VC). In our final module you will learn how to craft a pitch that

leads to follow on meetings and we help you understand the investor

mindset to prepare you for the showcase.

Part 4 

Funding

Fund Your Business on your Own Terms

Learn about different types of funding available to your
business and how to unlock them.

Module 7

Build Your Team

Gain insights on how to find talent, how to manage co-
founder, vendor, investor, advisor and team relations.

Bonus

Module 8 Storytelling

Tell your story, craft an enticing pitch and summarize all
parts of your business in your final pitch deck.



You are invited to join the GUILD's quarterly summit - a virtual entrepreneurship
and leadership day of its own kind.

Attend keynotes, webinars an hands-on sessions with experts, entrepreneurs,
authors, professors and coaches to get business advice, make valuable
connections and grow your business. Choose your path through the program.

Set goals during SERENDIPITY and learn from more than 20+ experts about
funding options, prototyping, building sustainable business models.
 
Stop by the startup alley, meet other founders and learn about their products.
Join one of our themed virtual lounges - mingle with authors and ask questions.

Your VIP ticket to
SERENDIPITY 

Jan 22



During the program, our founders offer 2 x 1:1 coaching calls to dive deep with you
on subject matters of your choice. This is available with the Ultimate package,

 

1:1 Coaching

You feed my motivation. You opened my eyes and it
helped me to walk on the right direction.

The 1:1 sessions with Anne were invaluable to get the
feedback I needed on my pitch and progress. Thank you.

Thank you for pointing me in the right direction! It's saving
me so much time from having to read endless resources
and figuring things out by trial-and-error. You bring
invaluable experience from working with so many
entrepreneurs/startups.



Here is what the founders said who went through the program. 

TESTIMONIALS

"Our 1-on-1 meetings were fantastic and really helped us
hone in on a few aspects of our business. The AMA
experts were extremely helpful and loved how open they
were and ready to help us." 

"In just eight weeks I went from idea to launching a public
benefit corporation ..., all thanks to the GUILD Academy
and Anne Cocquyt's fantastic coaching" 

"Terrific resources, tools, and weekly challenges that push
me to take actual steps and help me to get closer to my
dream. Plus the opportunity to ask questions and receive
support anytime :-)

"This program is truly one of a kind - it's nothing short of
extraordinary. One of my favorite aspects of the academy
is the weekly live AMA sessions with an industry superstar
where I can ask individual questions and make a
connection with them"

"I just want to thank you for your awesome course - it was
a game-changer and it made us pivot in the right
direction."

"As someone with no experience in business or
entrepreneurship, the academy has been the blueprint I
needed to make my idea a reality. Thank you GUILD
Academy."



Pricing
Get access to the 8 week program + 4 bonus modules at an incredible
discount - this is a one-time offering.

+ 2 x 1:1 coaching session with one of our experts (value $499)

+ 1 year GUILD PRO membership (value $279)

+ SERENDIPITY VIP pass (Jan 22) (value $299)

+ Perks from vetted GUILD partners (value $50,000)

Includes:

- One module each week with digestible lessons by world experts in
building successful businesses (no blah blah)

- Live Ask Me Anything sessions with leading experts. Ask your
questions.

- Your personal workbook with practical exercises 

- Mastermind circles who support you and hold you accountable

- Highly curated content libraries if you want to dive deeper

Includes 
+ 2 x 1:1 Coaching with our program hosts 
+ VIP pass to the virtual SERENDIPITY day 
+ 1 year of GUILD PRO

Ultimate $997 instead of $1,997



The GUILD is the leading global community to learn, connect and grow with like-
minded women.

After graduation, you will continue your development alongside awesome
women across the globe with your annual PRO membership (included in the
Ultimate package).

Our mission is to strengthen female entrepreneurship and leadership across the
globe, to connect women and help you build and grow your businesses together,
lifting each other up.

We already made more than 150,000 connections and are expanding into Europe
and Asia, allowing you to connect with your peers and investors locally, regionally
and globally!

letsguild.com

The GUILD



The Platform

Your own dedicated space for

you to connect with other

GUILD Academy participants

and instructors.

Ask questions, post exercises.

Course Activity Feed



The 100 pages workbook delivers a guide with practical exercises and space to
doodle, ideate and get s*** done.

The workbook is your treasure chest of gained wisdom. 

Bonus modules also have associated exercises.

Includes self-care exercises and mastermind group assignments.

The Workbook



EMILY HEYWARD

Co-founder and
Chief Brand Officer,
Red Antler

CHELSEY GLASSON

Qualitative User
Researcher Facebook

ANNE COCQUYT

Founder and Serial
Entrepreneur

JUSTIN LOKITZ

General Manager
Business Model Inc.

NANCY HAYES

Angel Investor

PAUL BRASSARD

Pitch Advisor
Volition

ANNE DEGHEEST

HealthTech Capital

 This Cohort's Experts
You will meet these experts in our weekly live AMA sessions on Thursdays at 9am

PST - 10am PST.

TASH JEFFRIES

Entrepreneur in
Residence 500
Startups



CHERYL EDISON

Founding Partner &
CEO
Edison International

MERCEDES BENT

Partner 
Lightspeed Venture
Partners

CHRIS YEH

Co-Founder 
Global Scaling
Academy

HA NGUYEN

Founding Partner
Spero Ventures

JONATHAN LITTMAN

founder and CEO 
SmartUp.life

NANCY HAYES

Angel Investor

TORSTEN KOLIND

Co-Founder & CEO
YouNoodle

VANESSA LIU

VP SAP.iO

EILEEN BREWER

Angel Investor
Golden Seeds

 Experts
We assembled some of Silicon Valley's finest and most reputable experts to share

their top insights with you and give you feedback and advice. You will meet these
experts either in the engaging 15 min video segments each week, through

recordings from past webinars and at live Ask Me Anything Sessions or at the
virtual showcase at the end of the program.



J LI

Managing Partner
Prototype Thinking
Labs

ANKE HUISKES

Angel Investor
Aletta Angels

DR. JIN LEE

Digital Health
Advisor/ Investor /
NeuroPsychologist

JANNEKE NIESSEN

Co-Founder 
Capital T

SAHAR PAZ

Personal Branding
Expert

OLIVIA OWENS

Business
Development,
iFundWomen

SHERYLE BOLTON

Serial Entrepreneur,
Professor of
Entrepreneurship
Hult 

JENNY KASSAN

Author of "How To
Raise Capital On
Your Own Terms"

DONNA GRIFFIT

Pitch Coach,
Corporate
Storyteller

Our Entrepreneurship

Experts



TASH JEFFRIES

Growth Coach
Startup Founder

DAVA GUTHMILLER

Founder and Chief
Creative Officer
Noise 13

MAAIKE DOYER

CFO & Strategy
Designer
Business Model Inc.

MAREN KATE

Founder AVRA
Talent Parnters

KELLY COYNE

Founder and Partner
at Grit Ventures

HAYLEY TALBERT

Patent Attorney
SeedIP Law Group

Our Entrepreneurship

Experts

EVE BLOSSOM

Advisor, Mentor,
Investor, Care by
Design Podcast

FAZ BASHI

Investor Portfolia 
Boston Millennia
Partners

SYDNEY THOMAS

Principal 
Precursor Ventures



CHANTELL
PRESTON

Angel Investor

DR. JULIE HAKIM

Co-Founder
FemTech Focus 

LIZ KLINGER

Foudner and CEO
Lioness
Medical Devices

DR. BRITTANY
BARRETO

Co-Founder of
FemTech Focus

RACHEL BRAUN
SCHERL

Marketing Strategist,
Best-selling author,
Board Member

JENNIFER 
NEUNHOFER

Co-Founder and
Managing Partner
Jane VC

Our Entrepreneurship

Experts

KATE TORGERSON

Founder and CEO
Milk Stork

DR. LYNDSEY
HARPER

Founder and CEO
Rosy

ANNE COCQUYT

Founder and CEO
The GUILD



Our Partners

many more partners to be
announced in the next weeks.
Check back on the website

www.letsguildacademy.com



Is this program for you?

Are you passionate about starting your own

business? Are you ready to learn new exciting skills

and connect with awesome women around the

world?  And most importantly: are you ready to put in

the work? Yes? Then this is for you!

What if I already launched my business?

Please take a look at the curriculum and check if you

could benefit from the different modules. 

Another iteration usually can't hurt, especially with

all the extra support you can count on in the GUILD

Academy.

Does it matter where I live in the world?

It does not matter! We will teach you the universal

skills you need to launch a business. On top of that,

you can learn from the women who built a successful

business in the heart of entrepreneurship, Silicon

Valley. You will learn from the best and apply the

same methods in your region and country.

FAQ



What if I don't have an idea right now?

We recommend you go through the Idea Factory

program first before applying to the GUILD Academy  

Program. We iterate on the content of the Idea

Factory in week 1 of the GUILD Academy. 

What type of business idea can I apply with? 

You can apply with any type of business idea which

has a service or product to offer and is scalable

beyond your home market. We help you iterate and

test your ideas with "rapid prototyping"

methodologies and connect you with healthcare

experts to navigate starting a company, user

interviews, hiring the first contractors, deciding on

your business model and financial forecasting. This

program is not suitable for opening a local business

like a restaurant or a beauty salon. If you have any

doubts, please contact us at info@theguilded.org

FAQ



What happens if I miss a week?

You are more than likely to follow along if you miss

one week’s module and you can make up for it in the

next week. If life happens and you won’t be able to

follow the program at a certain point, you will be

able to access all video modules and content even

after the program.

How much time should I set aside for the program?

Budget at a minimum of 5-10 hrs per week. This is for

the AMA session, the video module, additional

content, connecting with your mastermind group

and your task. We ensure that you set goals at the

beginning of the program. Depending on your goals

your time effort will differ widely. Some weeks will be

more intensive with regards to your tasks than

others. Building a startup is not a small task and we

will help you create a plan and set expectations with

regards to outcomes as well as time commitment.

FAQ

MORE FAQs on the website

https://www.letsguildacademy.com



SECURE YOUR SPOT

www.letsguildacademy.com

A c a d e m y
2021 EDITION


